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8th October 2015 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

The Solent economy has a population of over 1.3 million, 50,000 businesses, local GVA of £25 billion, 

and is part of wider south east economy valued at £190 billion GVA.  It has a range of assets that are 

globally renowned, a strong SME base, and a thriving research community through its Universities and 

research institutions. Despite these existing strengths and opportunities, the Solent economy has not 

yet reached its potential and faces challenges similar to those reported nationally. Whilst data suggests 

that the employment picture in Solent picked up significantly in 2014 productivity remains a challenge. 

 

Transformational change lies at the heart of the Solent Growth Strategy and to achieve our potential we 
need to build on our strengths and tackle the barriers to growth. To date the partnership that makes up 
the Solent LEP has been united on the need for transformational change and arrangements have 
worked very effectively delivering the Solent Growth Deal, Regional Growth fund programmes and the 
Enterprise Zone, with strong local buy-in and delivery commitment. It builds on the success in securing 
the City Deal, our role in directing European Union funding for our area and the recently announced 
Solent Growth Deal. 

Ultimately our aim is to create jobs and growth for the Solent. To achieve this we must make best use 
of the resources at disposal, to maximise the impact for our local economy and secure the process of 
rebalancing. We have therefore focused very firmly on those activities that will make the greatest 
impact and create the best conditions for growth, including; 

 Unlocking sites for housing and employment  
 Improving our connectivity within the Solent and beyond 

 Stimulating and supporting innovation 

 Improving the skills and talent of our current and future workforce 

 Supporting business growth through access to resources and advice  

 Supporting our key strategic sectors.  
 

 



Good progress is being made on this front with Solent LEP being allocated over £150 m of funding 

under the Solent Growth Deal announced in 2014 and 2015.  The 2015/16 projects and programmes 

funded by the deal are progressing and work is underway to deliver the 6000 jobs and 11,000 new 

homes the deal will create through investment in new college facilities to improve our skills base, 

infrastructure to unlock strategic development sites and business support programme offering grants to 

local entrepreneurs and businesses. 1  

 

However, we are well aware that there is much more to do if the Solent area is to achieve its true 

potential. We believe it is critically important that, as an area, the Solent is in a position to build on the 

momentum generated through the initial Solent Growth Deal and compete with other city regions such 

as Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield and Newcastle, under future funding opportunities which 

may come forward following the Spending Review. 

 

To achieve this, we want to identify new projects which can deliver transformational change to the 

Solent economy and we are today opening a call for projects that we can add to our pipeline of 

schemes to take forward. 

 

The process we are opening today is not a formal application process. We will be able to provide 

details on how to apply for funding once we have more information from Government on the resources 

available. 

 

This call is an opportunity for local organisations to come forward and play an active role in 

transforming the Solent economy and we are encouraging them to express their interest in future 

funding opportunities and make us aware of all those exciting, innovative and transformational 

investment opportunities that will shape the future. 

 

Other areas will also be developing their future project plans and it is vital that we are at the vanguard 

of this work if we are to compete with other areas.  

 

We are encouraging all those organisations with an interest in driving growth, productivity and 

innovation in the Solent to respond to this call. By the time of our Annual Growth Conference in 2016, it 

is our ambition to have developed the nation's strongest pipeline of projects to secure Government 

investment. 

 

To find out how to register your project on this pipeline, visit our website at: 

www.solentlep.org.uk/blog/solent_lep_launches_call_for_projects_to_boost_economic_growth 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                           
1 Further information on the Solent Growth Deal is available here and information on the expanded Solent 
Growth Deal agreed in January 2015 is available here. 

http://www.solentlep.org.uk/blog/solent_lep_launches_call_for_projects_to_boost_economic_growth
http://solentlep.org.uk/uploads/documents/29_Solent_Growth_Deal.pdf
http://solentlep.org.uk/blog/500m_investment_secured_to_drive_growth_in_the_solent


Yours sincerely, 

   

Gary Jeffries     Anne-Marie Mountifield 

Chairman     Chief Executive 

Solent Local Enterprise Partnership  Solent Local Enterprise Partnership 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


