
Digital Solent
Companies and organisations 
with innovative investment 
proposals in the Solent are invited 
to apply for up to £5 million  
under a new round of government 
funding through the LEP. 

If you represent a business, public 
sector body or public-private-
partnership, and are looking for 
capital funding, we want to hear 
from you.

To receive our help, your 
project must involve investment 
in technology, equipment, 
infrastructure, facilities or estates 

to improve competitiveness and 
productivity. 

Projects that focus on a smart 
manufacturing process, a new 
or improved product or service, 
a research initiative or an 
enhancement to digital capability 
will be favoured.

Pending your eligibility, we can 
provide you with a minimum of 
£250,000 through grants, loans, 
forward funding or equity funding. 

We’re particularly looking for 
projects that fit well with our 
priority areas of transport, digital 
communications, skills, research 

and development, and housing.

Just as important, we’re keen 
to have a shared outcome with 
you around directly creating or 
safeguarding jobs, improving 
skills, helping the supply chain and 
boosting technological capability.    

Our support is available through 
Round 3 of our Innovation 
Programme Fund, part of the 
government’s Local Growth Fund.      

Interested? We’ve set out some 
essential Qs and As in this 
summary and explain how you  
can apply.

PLEASE READ ON

We are delighted to launch this call for proposals to support innovation in our 
region’s priority sectors. The projects we support under Round 3 of the Innovation 
Programme Fund will make a positive difference to those companies directly 

involved as well as other SMEs in supply chains. This is all about driving wider 
growth and raising competitiveness and productivity in the Solent through 
investment and collaboration.

Gary Jeffries, Solent LEP Chairman

The Solent economy has huge opportunities for high-growth firms and we are now 
witnessing the emergence of a new, future-facing Solent with SMEs the lifeblood 
of the economy. We are delighted to be able to add the support of the Solent LEP 

to this through our new Innovation Fund and are particularly keen to hear from SMEs 
seeking support to take forward new supply chain technology partnerships or those 
looking for capital investment to improve productivity through innovations in future 
products, services or manufacturing processes.

Anne-Marie Mountifield, Solent LEP Chief Executive



innovation space or test facilities 
which will benefit SMEs.   

Do you expect to be the sole 
funder?

No, you must have other secured 
investment as well, worth at least 
50% of the project. You must also 
show a clear timeline of private 
sector investment and a path to 
commercial exploitation.   

What kind of investment can  
you provide?

Grants, loans, forward funding or 
equity funding, or a mix of these.    

How will your funding support 
local communities?

Working closely with communities, 
local authorities, businesses and 
other partners, we have identified 
the following areas as Solent 
priorities: transport, housing, 
digital communications, skills 
and research and 
development.  
By focusing investment 
support on these areas, 
we will help economic 
growth and sustainability.   

How will your funding 
support the local 
business community in 
particular?

We expect to receive 
employer-led proposals 
that address identified 
skills shortages in 
specific industries or 
sectors. Projects that 
improve employability 

Your questions 
answered
Building on considerable 
success up to now, the 
latest round of the Innovation 
Programme Fund is designed 
to support investment in new or 
emerging technologies, smart 
manufacturing and advancements 
in science or research.  Here we 
answer some of the questions 
you’re likely to have at the outset if 
you are thinking of applying  
for support:

Do you have an ‘ideal applicant’ 
in mind? How do I know I will  
be eligible?

We welcome applications 
from private or public sector 
organisations, industry-led 
partnerships or public-private-
partnerships. Applicants must 
be looking for capital funding, 
not revenue requests. The bid 
minimum is £250,000. 

Based on past experience, we 
envisage most project support to 
be around £1 million or more. We 
will especially support innovative 
projects that benefit supply 
chains, through job creation 
and demonstrate technological 
advances in, for example, smart 
manufacturing or ‘on demand’ 
digital capabilities. The project 
can be for either a consumer or 
business-to-business market. 

We are particularly keen to 
encourage applications that will 
support innovative SMEs, either 
directly through supply chain 
technology partnerships, the 
creation of new, demand-led 
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through for example, creating 
apprenticeships or physical floor 
space for education or training, 
will be especially welcome. This 
benefits other businesses by 
deepening the pool of talent 
available. In addition, successful 
projects will have wider spill-over 
impacts as catalysts for economic 
growth thanks to their impact on 
supply chains.  

What constitutes the Solent 
region and do I have to be  
based here?

Proposals must be delivered in 
the Solent LEP area (see map) but 
that doesn’t mean your business 
or organisation has to have a head 
office here. What you must show 
is that your proposal will benefit 
the Solent LEP area through, for 
example, job creation, increasing 
exports or improving technological 
capacity.



What about timescales?

You must submit a business case 
to us by 5pm on 31 October, 2017. 
You’ll need to set out why you feel 
your project is needed, explaining 
the problem or challenge it solves 
and the opportunity it creates in 
the market. We’ll be looking for a 
4:1 value for money return. Your 
proposal must have a start date no 
later than 31 December 2018 and 
be deliverable by 31 March 2020. 

What kind of information do I 
need to include in the  
business case?

We want to see evidence that you 
have linked a discrete, definable 
project to outcomes such as 
private sector investment or new 
jobs, housing or employment 
space. You will need to be clear 
about your outcomes and how 
they fit with our strategic priorities. 
As well as demonstrating the need 
for your project and persuading us 
of your overall aim, you must also 
set out how your costs have been 
calculated. That means showing 
how much you have allocated 
to pre-feasibility, outline design, 
detailed design, and so on.  

If for whatever reason I am 
not eligible for the Innovation 
Programme Fund, can you still 
help me?

Yes, please be reassured we 
have a range of support available 
through our Solent Growth Hub, 
including dedicated signposting 
to sources of funding.  The aim of 
the Hub, delivered by Hampshire 
Chamber of Commerce, is to 
ensure business support is simple, 
joined up and easy to access. 

What local projects have been supported by earlier  
funding rounds?

Fareham Innovation Centre 
Phase 2. Run by the company 
Oxford Innovation on behalf 
of Fareham Borough Council, 
the centre provides offices, 
workshops and meeting and 
conference rooms for start-up 
and early stage firms. A key 
focus is on the engineering, 
aerospace, aviation and 
marine sectors.

The University of 
Portsmouth’s Future 
Technology Centre.  
A space where engineering 
and science students 
explore new and emerging 
technologies while 
companies access advanced 
facilities and specialist 
equipment for research and 
development.   

The Solent Test Facility.  
A private sector-led facility 
for undertaking research and 
development into autonomous 
air and surface water vehicles. 
It includes training of operators 
and trialling of kit and craft.  
The project supports 
knowledge sharing through 
extensive business-to-business 
collaboration and more cost 
effective access for SMEs.

The Cancer Immunology 
Centre at the University of 
Southampton. Investment is 
supporting the expansion of 
clinical trials, new areas of 
research and the development 
of life-savings drugs. The 
project has created multiple 
spin-off benefits for SMEs 
working in the medical 
science field.
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3 innovative idea that contributes  
to business growth

3  will benefit the Solent economy

3  investment ready

3 product, service or process

3  creates or safeguards jobs

3  catalyst for onward growth

3  fits with Solent LEP priorities

3  industry-led or partnership

3  capital not revenue 

Checklist
So, how do I apply?

Complete our short, simple pre-
application form to tell us a little about your 
organisation, growth plans and how you 
think our innovation fund could help you. 
Download the form now at:  
www.solentlep.org.uk 

Thereafter, our friendly team will be in touch 
to discuss your proposal and, pending 
agreement with you, help guide you 
through the application process.

About Solent LEP We work collaboratively with partners in 
business, government, education and 
the third sector to help shape the region’s 
economic growth. Over the past five years, 
the Solent’s economy has increased from 
£24 billion to £27 billion. We aim to reach 
£30 billion by 2020 and have an investment 
plan worth £1.51 billion over the same 
period. A key focus is SMEs.  
 
To date, through our various business 
support programmes, we have provided over 
£8.8 million in grant funding to SMEs, helping 
to create or safeguard more than 1,400 jobs 
and securing additional investment of over 
£32.4 million directly into businesses. 

For more information, visit www.solentlep.org.uk.  
For more information on our Solent Growth Hub, visit www.solentgrowthhub.co.uk.
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